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IN CENTENARY BACKDROP, THIS IS NO HAND OF PEACE 
Beijing’s recent and muscular behaviour towards India could stem from  

deeper tensions within China 
An atmosphere of unpredictability prevails as regards India-China relations, even as China embarks on its 100th 

anniversary celebrations of the foundation of the Communist Party of China (CPC). Memories of the bloodiest clash in 

recent decades that occurred in the Galwan Heights in June last year, are still vivid in India ’s memory. The situation in 

Eastern Ladakh currently remains tense. After some progress in talks over troop disengagement in the vicinity of 

Pangong Tso Lake and the Kailash ranges, matters have since reached a stalemate. Meanwhile, there is new information 

on China’s manoeuvres in the border regions across Ladakh. China is reportedly raising new militia units comprising local 

Tibetan youth, to be deployed in Eastern Ladakh, for both high altitude warfare and surveillance. India has, meanwhile, 

been expressing its concern to China about the continuing ‘close up deployments’, which has only produced a strong 

verbal riposte from China. 

All this has left an indelible imprint on the state of relations between the two Asian giants, who share a several 

thousand kilometre land border. Answers to the question as to why China chose to attack Indian positions in Ladakh, 

without any provocation, causing the death of a platoon of soldiers belonging to the Bihar Regiment, are still not 

forthcoming. An answer needs to be found before a reset in India-China relations can take place. 

 

Global concerns 

India’s concerns about China are grounded in reality. Other nations today have, however, begun expressing 

concern about the threat posed by China to the existing world order. During the past month, both the G-7 and North 

Atlantic Treaty Organization, have criticised China for its military ambitions and the threat it posed to world peace. China 

is, however, unlikely to be deterred by any of this, and its mindset is best revealed by its actions in the South and East 

China Seas, its treatment of its Uighur Muslim minority, and its actions in Hong Kong. 

A lesser nation might be deterred by the kind of criticism that China faces today, but it does not seem to impact 

China. Moreover, and notwithstanding the hype surrounding India’s membership of the Quad and the role assigned to it 

by the United States and the other western powers in the Indo-Pacific, to think that this may have rattled China, 

compelling it to indulge in actions that verge on the erratic would be a mistake. China could be expected to have fully 

catered for all such eventualities. 

 

Going back into the past 

We may, hence, need to look elsewhere to find a proper explanation for China’s behaviour vis-à-vis India, and 

also elsewhere. Delving into China’s recent past, and examining periods when it possibly acted in a similar erratic 

manner, may provide some clues. In the late 1950s and 1960s, China’s then Chairman, Mao Tse Tung/Mao Zedong, when 

finding himself in a difficult situation on account of his ill-conceived policies and programmes (history tells us that Mao 

confronted one of the worst famines in history on account of his misadventure of the Great Leap Forward Movement) 

rather than accepting his mistake and retracing his steps, embarked on his campaign to attack India, in spite of the close 

friendship that existed at the time between the two countries. 

Later, it was surmised, that Mao’s actions were intended partly to divert attention from China’s internal 

turmoils at the time, and possibly more important, to counter the dissidents who existed within the CPC, and who were 

critical of Mao’s autocratic attitude and his ill-conceived policies. Other instances of this kind exist and can be quoted: 

Deng Xiaoping’s behaviour following the Tiananmen Square movement in the 1980s, is an excellent example. 

 

A leader in a hurry 

Xi Jinping is seen today as a Mao clone, someone who seeks to achieve the same kind of dominance over the 

CPC as the latter. Like Mao, he is a man in a hurry, seeking to consolidate his power and achieve a pre-eminence of the 

kind enjoyed by Chinese Emperors in the past. He has assiduously attempted to accelerate the pace at which China 

expects to overtake the U.S. as the world’s number one super power which, however, seems to be stalling for a variety of 

reasons. China’s attempt, under Mr. Xi, to become the world’s most powerful military is also nowhere in sight. 

On the other hand, China’s misadventure in the Ladakh heights in June last year, exposed certain shortfalls with 

regard to mechanisation of China’s People’s Liberation Army (PLA), diminishing the latter’s hopes of becoming fully 

mechanised by the time the PLA celebrates its Centenary in 2027. Much of the blame for both situations is being 

attributed to Mr. Xi. Given the extent of concentration of power in his hands, this is leading many in the Party to question 

Mr. Xi’s claims to omniscience. 

Apart from this, several of Mr. Xi’s other ideas have run into difficulties. His plans to remake the global order on 

terms favourable to the CPC seem to have gone awry. The Chinese economy — though performing better than most 

other world economies — is showing signs of slowing down. Mr. Xi had been betting on technological prowess and 

economic heft to achieve the kind of geo-political transformation that he wished for, but this is clearly not happening at 

present. 
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Most important, and despite having accumulated so much power, Mr. Xi seems to be finding it difficult to push 

through his ‘new socialist ideology with Chinese characteristics’ (through which he hoped to demarcate himself from his 

immediate predecessors like Hu Jintao) and is intended to be his lasting legacy. 

 

There are some clues 

Undoubtedly, therefore, Mr. Xi is finding himself in a difficult situation, including within the Party. There is an 

old Chinese proverb that says “the wind sweeping through the tower heralds a storm rising in the mountain” and this, 

perhaps, provides a clue to Mr. Xi’s, and Chinese, behaviour in the recent period. The extent of inner-party tensions is 

little known to the world outside, given the opacity of Chinese society, but the existence of dissidence or dissension 

within the CPC is no secret, however. 

While it is generally believed that the CPC is a monolith entity, the reality is otherwise. In the 100 years of its 

existence, the CPC is known to have gone through several transformations, many of an ideational nature, leading to 

serious upheavals. Deep fissures have existed, and perhaps, still exist, within the party, though the extent may not be 

known outside. What is generally seen is that during such periods, China ’s attitude often borders on the erratic. The 

question is whether something of this nature is occurring at present inside the CPC and China. 

It is tempting to think that history is again being repeated, and China ’s recent erratic behaviour is largely due to 

growing inner-party criticism of Mr. Xi’s policies and actions, rather than due to extraneous factors. The Ladakh 

adventure (or misadventure) could well have been a misguided attempt by Mr. Xi to demonstrate to his opponents 

within the CPC that he is well and truly in command. One could also anticipate that this could well be a prelude to a 

limited purge of dissenters within the highest echelons of the CPC. 

An accumulation of problems does produce in closed societies (such as China) a ‘pressure cooker’ syndrome, 

where the safety valve is often in the hands of the leadership. If the latter is precariously poised, and out of sync with 

reality, it leads to erratic behaviour. What may be aggravating Chinese leadership concerns at this time also is that the 

world is seemingly tilting towards India at this juncture, regarding it as more sophisticated, diplomatically, and more 

flexible, ideologically, compared to an increasingly obdurate China. Within the CPC itself, there are reportedly quite a few 

who prefer ‘peaceful coexistence’ to sustain peace, as compared to Mr. Xi’s more muscular approaches. 

 

India needs to be on guard 

A final thought. It is worth remembering that Mr. Xi is one of the few world leaders known to have made a study of 

Goethe’s works, including Faust. Not only that, some of Mr. Xi’s actions, such as modelling himself on Mao and a 

practising advocate of Maoism 2.0 — despite the humiliation both he and his father suffered at the hands of Mao prior 

to, and during the Cultural Revolution — tend to make him out to be something of a Faustian character. Was Mr. Xi, 

through his aggressive behaviour in Ladakh, and notwithstanding the warm relations that he is known to have with 

India’s Prime Minister Narendra Modi, preparing the ground for a ‘Faustian Bargain’. If so, Mr. Xi has made yet another 

serious miscalculation, not only about the ground situation but also the mood of the nation and its leadership. This could 

cost him dear. What all this suggests is that ‘peace is not at hand’, and that India should expect, and prepare for, more 

situations of this kind, with many more provocations coming from China. 

 

 centenary (adjective) – relating to a hundredth 

anniversary. 

 backdrop (noun) – situation, scenario, context. 

 muscular (adjective) – strong, powerful, vigorous, 

aggressive. 

 stem from (phrasal verb) – originate from, arise/come 

from, emanate from. 

 tension (noun) – strained relations. 

 unpredictability (noun) – changeability. 

 prevail (verb) – exist, be in existence, be present, be 

prevalent. 

 as regards (phrase) – concerning, with regard to, with 

respect to, with reference to. 

 embark on (phrasal verb) – start, begin, commence, 

enter on. 

 bloodiest superlative adjective of bloody (adjective) – 

vicious, cruel, savage, fierce, brutal. 

 decade (noun) – a period of ten years. 

 vivid (adjective) – evocative, emotive, unforgettable, 

memorable. 

 disengagement (noun) – withdrawal, departure, 

retreat (of military troops from an area of conflict). 

 vicinity (noun) – surrounding area, neighbourhood. 

 stalemate (noun) – deadlock, impasse, 

standstill/stand-off. 

 manoeuvre (noun) – activity, plan/operation, 

stratagem, tactic (carefully planned). 

 reportedly (adverb) – supposedly, seemingly, 

apparently, allegedly. 

 militia (noun) – armed forces, military unit, soldiery 

(from the civil population to support main forces). 

 deploy (verb) – (of troops) move into position, 

position, station, post, place.  

 altitude (noun) – height, elevation, distance above the 

ground/sea. 

 warfare (noun) – war, fighting, combat, armed conflict. 

 deployment (noun) – the act of moving troops into 

position; the bringing of resources into effective 

action. 

 riposte (noun) – answer, reply, response, retaliation. 

 indelible (adjective) – permanent, lasting, inerasable. 

 imprint (noun) – lasting impact, effect, influence, 

impression. 

 giant (noun) – a very large country. 

 provocation (noun) – annoyance, irritation, agitation, 

vexation; stirring, goading, prompting. 
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 platoon (noun) – unit, troop, squad, contingent, 

regiment. 

 forthcoming (adjective) – available, made available, 

ready, accessible, obtainable. 

 reset (noun) – re-establishment. 

 ground (verb) – base, form, establish. 

 world/international/global order (noun) – the 

arrangement of power and authority that provides the 

system for the conduct of diplomacy and world politics 

in relation to the entire world. 

 unlikely (adjective) – doubtful, implausible, 

improbable, questionable. 

 deter (verb) – prevent, stop, avert, impede. 

 notwithstanding (conjunction) – although, in spite of 

the fact that, despite the fact that, even though. 

 Quad/Quadrilateral (noun) – The ‘Quadrilateral’ is 

described as four democracies (the United States, 

Japan, Australia and India) with a shared objective to 

ensure and support a “free, open and prosperous” 
Indo-Pacific region. 

 The Indo-Pacific (region) (noun) – the Indo-Pacific 

region refers to the confluence (convergence) of the 

Pacific and Indian Oceans, which interconnect in 

Southeast Asia (Indonesia, Vietnam, Thailand, 

Philippines, Malaysia, Singapore, and more). 

 rattle (verb) – disturb, discomfit, disconcert/unnerve. 

 indulge in (verb) – become involved in (an undesirable 

activity). 

 verge on (verb) – tend towards, incline to, border on, 

approach, be close/near to. 

 cater for (phrasal verb) – take something into account. 

 eventuality (noun) – a possible outcome, possibility. 

 vis-à-vis (preposition) – concerning, with regard to, in 

relation to, as/in comparison with, in connection with 

(Vis-à-vis from Latin via. French, means literally “face-

to-face). 

 delve into (verb) – investigate, examine, inquire into, 

probe. 

 on account of (phrase) – because of, owing to, due to, 

by virtue of. 

 ill-conceived (adjective) – absurd, ridiculous, not 

carefully planned. 

 famine (noun) – deficiency, shortfall, lack, 

insufficiency, scarcity (of food). 

 misadventure (noun) – misfortune; problem/difficulty, 

mishap/setback. 

 Great Leap Forward (noun) – The Great Leap Forward 

of the People’s Republic of China was an economic and 

social campaign led by the Chinese Communist Party 

from 1958 to 1962. Chairman Mao Zedong launched 

the campaign to reconstruct the country from an 

agrarian economy into a modern industrial society 

with greater ability to compete with Western 

industrialized nations. But, the Great Leap Forward 

resulted in one of the world’s worst famines and 

turned into a national disaster; in all, about 20 million 

people were estimated to have died. It was the largest 

single, non-wartime campaign of mass killing in human 

history. 

 surmise (verb) – guess, conjecture, suspect, conclude, 

speculate. 

 turmoil (noun) – disorder, turbulence, confusion, 

trouble, chaos. 

 dissident (noun) – dissenter, objector, protester, 

disputant. 

 autocratic (adjective) – undemocratic, totalitarian, 

authoritarian; domineering, high-handed. 

 Tiananmen Square (Incident/Protest) (noun) – the 

famous landmark gathering and protest by a large 

number of Chinese youth, that started on April 15, 

1989 and was forcibly suppressed on June 4, 1989 at 

Tiananmen Square in Beijing, China. The popular 

national movement inspired by the Beijing protests is 

sometimes called the ’89 Democracy Movement. In 

this massive pro-democracy protest, many (in 

hundreds) were killed in a brutal clampdown by the 

communist authorities. It is commonly known as the 

June Fourth Incident. 

 in a hurry (phrase) – in a rushed/quick/hurried 

manner. 

 consolidate (verb) – strengthen, make stronger, 

reinforce, fortify. 

 pre-eminence (noun) – superiority, supremacy, 

greatness. 

 assiduously (adverb) – diligently, carefully, 

meticulously. 

 super power (noun) – a very powerful and dominant 

country. This is done through the combined means of 

economic, military, technological, political and cultural 

strength as well as diplomatic and soft power 

influence. 

 stall (verb) – obstruct, block, interrupt, stop, halt, 

restrict. 

 in sight (phrase) – observable, noticeable, visible, 

recognizable, near at hand. 

 on the other hand (phrase) – as an alternative. 

 expose (verb) – reveal, show, display, exhibit, unveil. 

 shortfall (noun) – deficit, inadequacy, deficiency. 

 with regard to (phrase) – regarding, concerning, with 

respect to, in respect of, with reference to. 

 mechanisation (noun) – supplying a military force with 

modern weapons.  

 mechanise (verb) – equip (with modern machines). 

 attribute (adjective) – ascribe, assign, 

connect/associate with. 

 given (preposition) – considering, taking into account, 

bearing in mind. 

 concentration (noun) – centralization. 

 omniscience (noun) – the capacity to know everything.  

 run into (verb) – experience, under go, go through a 

problem or difficulty.. 

 awry (adjective) – amiss, wrong. 

 slow down (phrasal verb) – reduce, lessen decrease. 

 bet on (phrasal verb) – to be certain/confident that 

something will take place. 

 prowess (noun) – courage, bravery, valour; expertise, 

mastery, skilfulness. 

 heft (noun) – influence, ability; weight/strength. 

 geo-political (adjective) – relating to (the study of) the 

geographical factors (a country’s position on the earth, 

size, climate, and natural resources &, etc.) in world 

politics and inter-state relations. 

 accumulate (verb) – gather, collect, amass. 
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 push through (phrasal verb) – to make a plan to put 

something into use as quickly as possible. 

 socialist (adjective) – adhering to the principles of 

socialism; leftist. 

 ideology (noun) – a system of belief, set of principles. 

 characteristic (noun) – attribute, feature, quality, 

aspect. 

 demarcate (verb) – delineate, outline, delimit. 

 predecessor (noun) – previous holder of the post; 

forerunner, precursor, antecedent. 

 lasting (adjective) – permanent, long-lasting, long-

lived. 

 legacy (noun) – something received from a 

predecessor or from the past; something that is given 

from one person to another. 

 herald (verb) – signal, indicate, announce, point to, 

presage, augur, portend, foretell. 

 perhaps (adverb) – maybe, possibly. 

 dissidence (noun) – discontent, disapproval, 

disagreement. 

 dissension (noun) – disagreement, difference of 

opinion, dispute, dissent. 

 monolith (noun as modifier) – a very large thing.  

 ideational (adjective) – relating to the formation of 

ideas. 

 lead to (verb) – result in, cause, bring about, call forth, 

give rise to, produce. 

 upheaval (noun) – disruption, turmoil, disorder, chaos, 

mayhem. 

 fissure (noun) – a state of incompatibility; 

disagreement, gap/crack. 

 extraneous (adjective) – irrelevant, immaterial, 

inappropriate/pointless. 

 anticipate (verb) – expect, foresee, predict. 

 prelude (noun) – an introduction to the main event; 

intro, start, beginning, curtain-raiser, overture. 

 purge (noun) – sudden removal, expulsion eviction, 

eradication, rooting out (of a group of people). 

 dissenter (noun) – dissident, objector, protester, 

disputant. 

 echelon (noun) – level, rank, grade (in an 

organization).accumulation 

 pressure cooker (noun) – very stressful situation. 

 syndrome (noun) – In general, it means “concurrence-

many things happen at the same time”. 
 safety valve (noun) – a way or medium of expression 

to release strong feelings without harming oneself & 

others. 

 precariously (adverb) – insecurely, unsafely, 

dangerously, uncertainly. 

 poise (verb) – get into position, be prepared to do 

something. 

 out of sync (phrase) – out of the agreement. 

 aggravate (verb) – increase, intensify, worsen, 

exacerbate, compound. 

 seemingly (adverb) – apparently, evidently, outwardly. 

 sophisticated (adjective) – highly developed. 

 diplomatically (adverb) – tactfully, sensitively; in a way 

that involves ambassadors/diplomats between 

countries. 

 ideologically (adverb) – dogmatically, conventionally; 

in a method which relates to an ideology. 

 obdurate (adjective) – stubborn, unbending, 

uncompromising. 

 sustain (verb) – continue, carry on, keep up, maintain, 

bolster up. 

 on guard (phrase) – vigilant, alert, wary, watchful, 

cautious, careful, heedful. 

 make a study (phrase) – to try to find out more about 

something. 

 Goethe’s Faust (noun) – Faust is a tragic play and 

considered by many to be Goethe’s (German 

Poet/Novelist) magnum opus and the greatest work of 

German literature. Faust has two parts. The first part 

represents the “small world” and takes place in 

scholar/legend Faust’s (the principal character of 

Faust) own local, temporal milieu/territory. In contrast, 

Part Two takes place in the “wide world”. 
 model oneself on (verb) – copy, imitate, reproduce, 

mimic. 

 advocate (noun) – champion, upholder, supporter, 

promoter. 

 Maoism (noun) – it was originated in China as a form 

of communist theory derived from the teachings of 

Chinese political leader Mao Zedong. 

 humiliation (noun) – embarrassment, disgrace, 

dishonour, shame, indignity, ignominy, loss of pride, 

loss of face. 

 at the hands of (phrase) – caused by, done by. 

 Cultural Revolution (noun) – The Great Proletarian 

Cultural Revolution was a decade-long period (from 

1966 until 1976) of political and social chaos caused by 

Mao Zedong’s bid to use the Chinese masses to 

reassert his control over the Communist party. 

However, Mao’s decision to launch the “revolution” in 

May 1966 is now widely interpreted as an attempt to 

destroy his enemies by unleashing the people on the 

party and urging them to purify its ranks. 

 make out (phrasal verb) – see, discern, distinguish, 

recognize; understand, comprehend, fathom. 

 faustian (adjective) – it is relating to Faust, a German 

legend, scholar who traded his soul to the devil in 

exchange for knowledge. 

 aggressive (adjective) – hostile, belligerent, bellicose, 

hawkish, combative. 

 prepare the ground (phrase) – to pave the way, 

plan/organize, make it easier for future (development). 

 Faustian bargain (adjective) – a deal in which one 

focuses on the present gain without considering the 

long term consequences. (Faustian is relating to Faust, 

a German legend who traded his soul to the devil in 

exchange for knowledge). 

 bargain (noun) – agreement, arrangement, 

understanding, deal. 

 miscalculation (noun) – mistake, blunder, slip-up, error 

of judgement, overestimate. 

 cost someone dear (phrase) – to make someone suffer 

a lot (or) to lose something very important 

(particularly, as a result of a mistake). 
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